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George T. Tait #10049 
GEORGE TAIT LAW, LLC 
4444 South 700 East, Suite 106 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84107 
801-487-6454 
george@georgetaitlaw.com 
 Attorney for Plaintiff 
 

IN THE THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT  
IN AND FOR SALT LAKE COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH 

 
RAEGAN JOHNSON & LANCE 
JOHNSON, 
 
  Plaintiffs, 
 
vs. 
 
ROSS DASTRUP, 
 

Defendant. 
 

 
 
 
COMPLAINT 
 
 
Case No.:      
 
Judge:      
 
 

 
 
 Plaintiffs, Raegan Johnson and her husband Lance Johnson, by and through their 

counsel, hereby complains against the Defendant, Ross Dastrup, as follows: 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION & VENUE 

1. Plaintiff, Raegan Johnson, is a resident and citizen of Salt Lake County, State of Utah. 

2. Plaintiff, Lance Johnson, is the beloved husband of Raegan Johnson and a resident and 

citizen of Salt Lake County, State of Utah. 

3. Defendant, Ross Dastrup, upon information and belief, is a resident and citizen of Salt 

Lake County, State of Utah. 

4. Jurisdiction in this judicial district is proper under Utah Code Ann. §78A-5-102. 
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5. Venue of this court is proper under Utah Code Ann. §78B-3-307. 

6. All prerequisites for filing this action per Utah Code § 78B-3-401 et seq. have been 

satisfied. 

7. Upon information and belief, and pursuant to Utah R. Civ. P. Rule 8 and Rule 26(c)(3), 

Plaintiffs assert that this action is a tier three (3) action. 

 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

8. Dr. Dastrup is an emergency room physician. 

9. Dr. Dastrup was working at Lone Peak Hospital on April 29, 2017. 

10. Dr. Dastrup is an employee of Emergency Physician Integrated Care (EPIC).  

11. Dr. Dastrup entered into a physician/patient relationship with Reagan Johnson at Lone 

Peak Hospital on April 29, 2017. 

12. Dr. Dastrup understood that Ms. Johnson had been experiencing a few days of increasing 

abdominal pain. 

13. Dr. Dastrup elicited subjective information from Ms. Johnson. 

14. Dr. Dastrup elicited objective information from and about Ms. Johnson.  

15. Dr. Dastrup performed a physical examination. 

16. The physical exam was normal except for mild diffuse lower abdominal pain especially to 

her right lower quadrant.  
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17. Dr. Dastrup ordered a complete blood count with differential that was normal except: 

WBC 17.6 (normal 3.2-10.6), Neutrophils 85.6% (normal 47-78%), Lymphocytes 8.2% 

(normal 15-39%); and, Neutrophils 15.1 (normal 1.8-6.8). 

18. Dr. Dastrup ordered an abdominal CT with intravenous contrast that suggested fecal 

impaction with stercoral colitis or ulceration.  

19. Stercoral colitis is an inflammatory process involving the colonic wall related to fecal 

impaction. 

20. Dr. Dustrup’s diagnosis of Ms. Johnson included (1) lower abdominal pain – unspecified 

and (2) constipation – unspecified. 

21. Dr. Dastrup’s plan was, “to try magnesium citrate for relief of constipation and to see if 

this were the patient’s abdominal pain.” 

22. Ms. Johnson relied on Dr. Dastrup’s professional skill and advice and drank the 

magnesium citrate as instructed. 

23. Essentially the pain remained the same over that evening and into the next morning. 

24. The next morning Reagan’s husband, Lance Johnson, took their children to church but 

Reagan remained at home. 

25. When Lance returned home he discovered Reagan in dire straits. 

26. Lance called an ambulance and Reagan was taken to St. Mark’s Hospital. 

27. At St. Mark’s Hospital another abdominal CT was performed and compared to the CT 

from the previous evening and now showed perforation of the sigmoid colon at the site of 

the previous CT focal wall thickening. 
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28. Emergency surgery was necessary to save Raegan Johnson’s life. 

29. Reagan had severe fecal peritonitis sparking sepsis requiring intensive care admission. 

30. What followed is a complicated course of recovery resulting in severe scarring and 

debilitation. 

 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENCE 

 
31. Dr. Dastrup undertook to and did provide health care to Raegan Johnson.  

32. Dr. Dastrup owed a duty of care to Raegan Johnson consistent with the duty of care owed 

by similar healthcare providers. 

33. Dr. Dastrup breached his duty of care to Raegan Johnson by the negligent acts and 

omissions recited hereafter: 

a. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to gather subjective information; 

b. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to gather objective information; 

c. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to perform a physical examination; 

d. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to consider the subjective and 

objective data in forming his assessment; 

e. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to perform the required and 

necessary differential diagnosis; 

f. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to implement a plan of care; 

g. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to disclose material medical 

information to her; 
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h. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to admit her for treatment; 

i. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to refer or obtain a surgical 

consultation; 

j. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to obtain informed consent; 

k. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently failed to warn her on how to avoid injury; 

l. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently prescribed magnesium citrate when it was 

contraindicated; and, 

m. Wrongfully, carelessly and negligently discharged her when he knew or should 

have known that a perforation was imminent. 

 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
LOSS OF CONSORTIUM 

 
34. Lance Johnson was the spouse of Raegan Johnson at the time of injury. 

35. Lance Johnson remains the spouse of Raegan Johnson. 

36. Raegan Johnson sustained significant permanent disfigurement as a result of the alleged 

injuries. 

37. Lance Johnson, as a result of the injuries sustained to Raegan Johnson, has sustained a 

loss of consortium including, but not limited to: 

a. Loss of companionship; 

b. Loss of cooperation; 

c. Loss of affection; and, 

d. Loss of intimate relations. 
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DAMAGES 

38. As a proximate result of Defendant’s fault, Plaintiffs sustained economic damages 

including, but not limited to: 

a. Medical care and related expenses, both past and in the future; and, 

b. Loss of household services. 

39. As a proximate result of Defendant’s fault, Plaintiff Raegan Johnson suffered personal 

injury rendering noneconomic damages including, but not limited to: 

a. Pain and suffering, both physical and mental; 

b. Interruption in the pursuit of her ordinary affairs; 

c. Enduring degree and character of disfigurement; and, 

d. Loss of, and diminution of, enjoyment of life. 

40. As a proximate result of Defendant’s fault, Plaintiff Lance Johnson suffered a loss of 

consortium of his beloved wife.  

 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against Defendant as proven at trial, including 

but not limited to: 

a. Economic damages; 

b. Noneconomic damages; 

c. For costs and expenses incurred in this action; 

d. Interest on all economic damages; and 
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e. Such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

 

DATED this 5th day of September 2019.  

       GEORGE TAIT LAW, LLC 

       /s/ George T. Tait   
       George T. Tait 
        Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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/ 




